
Plant medium in size to large, epiphytic to terrestrial, densely caespitose 
but forming rhizomes up to 8 mm thick between clumps; roots slender, 
numerous. Ramicauls fasciculate, relatively slender, erect, 12-20 cm long, 
with a slender, tubular sheath near the middle and 2-3 imbricating sheaths 
about the base. Leaf erect, coriaceous, elliptical, petiolate, subacute to 
obtuse, the blade 7-10 cm long, 2-3 cm wide, cuneate below into a petiole 
1 cm long. Inflorescence racemose, the racemes 1 or 2, stout, densely 
and simultaneously many-flowered, with the flowers erect and more or less 
distichous, 8-11 cm long including the peduncle 1-2 cm long, subtended 
by a slender spathe 1 cm long, from an annulus 1 cm below the abscission 
layer; floral bracts tubular, 5 mm long, enclosing the pedicel , ovary and 
lower portion of the flower; pedicels 1-1.5 mm long; ovary 2-2.5 mm long; 
sepals yellow, finely ciliate, the dorsal sepal elliptical-obovate, acute to sub­
acute, concave, 8-9 mm long, 3.5-5 mm wide expanded, 3-veined, connate 
to the lateral sepals for 4 mm to form a cylindrical sepaline tube, the lateral 
sepals oblong, obtuse, 7-9 mm long, 2.5-3 mm wide, 3-veined, connate 
3 mm; petals translucent yellow, veined in purple, elliptical, obtuse, more 
or less concave, 4-5 mm long, 2.5-3 mm wide, 3-veined; lip yellow, edged 
in purple, fleshy, ovate-oblong, 3.5 mm long, 1.5-2 mm wide, the apex 
obtuse to rounded, the disc broadly shallowly concave and smooth between 
a pair of low, lunate calli near or below the middle, and with a transverse 
callus above the narrowly concave base, the base truncate, solidly fixed 
to the column-foot; column stout, 1.5 mm long, the foot thick, 1 mm long 
with the apex short and thick, the anther, rostellum and stigma subapical. 

Esta especie es muy parecida a P. moritzii. EI habito es semejante en 
tamano y apariencia, pero el peciolo de la hoja de P. bucaramangae es 
considerablemente mas largo, emergiendo la inflorescencia unos dos cen­
timetros debajo de la lamina y la espata es delgada y considerablemente 
mas pequena. Los racimos de flores son parecidos, con flores semejantes, 
pero el apice del ovado labelo de P. moritzii es agudo, y el apice del 
obion go labelo de P. bucaramangae es redondeado. 

This species is most similar to P. moritzii. The habit is similar is size 
and appearance, but the petiole of the leaf of P. bucaramangae is consi­
derably longer, the inflorescence emerging about two centimeters below the 
blade, and the spathe is slender and considerably smaller. The racemes 
also appear similar, with similar flowers, but the apex of the ovate lip of 
P. moritzii is acute, and the apex of the oblong lip of P. bucaramangae 
is rounded. 

4. PLEUROTHALLIS CALAMIFOLIA Luer & R. Escobar, sp. nov. 

Species haec P. subtili C.Schweinf. persimilis, sed petalis incrassatis et 
labello non-verrusoso basi transverse concavo non-deflexo distinguitur. 
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TYPE: Colombia: Dept. of Norte de Santander: epiphytic in cloud forest, 
Alto de Santa Ines, alt. 2100 m, 13 May 1984, C. Luer, J. Luer, R. Escobar 
& E. Valencia 10325 (Holotype: MO). 

ETIMOLOGIA: Del latin calamifolius, "con hojas en forma de cai"ia", en 
alusi6n a las hojas esbeltas, en forma de tubo. 

ETYMOLOGY: From the Latin calamifolius, ''with reed-like leaves," referring 
to the slender, tUQe-like leaves. 

Plant medium in size, epiphytic, caespitose; roots slender. Ramicauls slender, 
erect, 10-20 cm long, with a close, tubular sheath below the middle and 
2 other sheaths at the base. Leaf erect to suberect, coriaceous, narrowly 
linear with revolute sides, acute, 9-16 cm long, 5-8 mm wide without expan­
ding the sides, the base sessile, shallowly cordate. Inflorescence a fascicle 
of successive, single, suborbicular flowers, subtended by a spathe 5-8 mm 
long; peduncles 2-3 mm long, concealed within the sheath; floral bracts 
infundibular, 5 mm long; pedicels 4-5 mm long; ovary 2.5 mm long; sepals 
dull green, fleshy, glabrous, the dorsal sepal broadly ovate, deeply concave, 
with the apex rounded, 3.5 mm long, 3 mm wide unexpanded, 3-veined, 
the lateral sepals connate into a deeply concave, broadly ovate, obtuse 
synsepal, 4 mm long, 3.5 mm wide unexpanded, 4- to 6-veined; petals 
green, fleshy, especially at the apex, ovate-triangular, narrowly obtuse, entire, 
3.25 mm long, 1.5 mm wide, 1-veined; lip thick, green, broadly ovoid-subqua­
drate, with the margins erect, obtuse at the apex, 3 mm long, 2.5 mm 
wide, the disc microscopically cellular-glandular, broadly and shallowly sulcate, 
the base broadly truncate, with an obscure glenion, transversely concave 
on the end, hinged to the column-foot; column terete, 2 mm long, 1.5 
mm wide, the foot thick, convex, long-pubescent, with the anther, rostellum 
and stigma apical. 

Esta especie, conocida de la Cordillera Oriental de Colombia, esta cercana­
mente emparentada con P. subtilis la que se encuentra en la adyacente 
Venezuela occidental. Las especies son indiferenciables vegetativamente 
y ambas presentan flores globulares muy peq LJei"ias, en la base de unas 
hojas largas, angostas, con margenes revolutas. Pleurothallis calamifolia se 
distingue par los petalos gruesos, especialmente en el apice obtuso. Los 
petalos de P. subtilis son delgados y agudos. EI labelo de P. calamifolia 
no es verrucoso y es proparcionalmente mas grande y ampliamente c6ncavo 
en el apice, el cual no es agudamente deflexo como 10 es el de P. subtilis. 

This species, known from the Eastern Cordillera of Colombia, is closely 
allied to P. subtilis found nearby in adjacent, western Venezuela. They 
are indistinguishable vegetatively, and both bear very small , globular flowers 
at the base of the long, narrow leaf with revolute sides. Pleurothallis cala-
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mifolia is distinguished by the thick petals, especially at the obtuse apex, 
The petals of P. subtilis are thin and acute. The lip of P. calamifolio 
is proportionately larger, non-verrucose, and broadly concave on the end 
that is not sharply deflexed as it is in P. subtilis. 

5. PLEUROTHALLIS CAP/TONIS Luer & R. Escobar, sp. nov. 

Inter species subsection is Macrophyllae-Racemosae flore solitario vel binis 
grande pendulo, synsepalo profunde concavo, petalis maculatis multinervatis, 
labellO transverse hippocrepiformi acute deflexo integro ecalloso cum lobis 
basalibus subtubulosis differt. 

TYPE: Colombia: Dept. of Santander: Velez, epiphytic in forest west of 
Velez toward Landazuri, alt. 2,150 m, 4 May 1984, C. Luer, J. Luer, R. 
Escobar & E. Valencia 10110 (Holotype: MO) . Dept. of Cundinamarca: 
Saito del Tequendama. alt. 2500 m, 5 Jan. 1946, M. Schneider 325 (AMES). 
Ecuador: Provo of Tungurahua, Cordillera de Los Llanganates, epiphytic in 
cloud forest near Leito, alt. 3,100 m, 11 Apr. 1985, C. Luer, J. Luer, A. 
Hirtz & W. Flores 11158 (MO). 

ETIMOLOGIA: Del latin capitonis, "con una cabeza grande", en referencia 
al gran tamano de cada flor. 

ETYMOLOGY: From the Latin capitonis, "one with a big head," referring 
to large size of the single flower. 

Plant large, epiphytic, caespitose; roots coarse. Ramicauls stout, erect, 
15-47 cm long, with a tubular sheath near the middle and 2-3 others at 
the base. Leaf erect, coriaceous, narrowly elliptical-obovate, acute, acuminate, 
10-23 cm long, 2.5-6 cm wide, narrowly cuneate below into a subpetiolate 
base up to 2 cm long. Inflorescence a pendent solitary flower or a loose 
two-flowered raceme, produced successively in a fascicle, from a spathe 
1 cm long at the apex of the ramicaul; peduncle slender, arcuate, 15 mm 
long; floral bract 7-8 mm long; pedicels 10-11 mm long; ovary 7 mm long; 
sepals translucent cream-colored with purple spots, glabrous, membranous, 
the dorsal sepal ovate, acute, 17 mm long, 7 mm wide, 5-veined, the lateral 
sepals completely connate into a deeply concave, subglobose, obtuse syn­
sepal , 14 mm long and broad unexpanded, 10-veined; petals cream with 
purple spots, glabrous, fleshy, narrowly ovate, ventricose, acute, 14 mm 
long, 5 mm wide, 5- to 6-veined; lip yellow with purple dots, thick, transver­
sely horse shoe-shaped, the apex broadly rounded, minutely apiculate, 2.5 
mm long from the . base to the apex, 3.5 mm long from the far edge of 
the basal lobes, 4 mm wide, with the basal lobes rounded with revolute 
margins, flanking the column, the disc shallowly concave, acutely deflexed 
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